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PENNSYLVANIA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 2021 DISTRICT MEETING 

April 6, 2021 

(PLEASE NOTE THAT THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN STARTS ON PAGE 10) 

 

WELCOME 

Rick Schuettler and Preet Grewal  
 
Challenges:  Workforce safety, PPE and advocating for funding $6 Billion 
 

• Awaiting Treasury Guidelines 

• How we can use the funding to have a long-term impact on building back better communities to be 
more resilient and increase housing stock. 

• How many people are unemployed or underemployed 

• Find out what the increase in Sheriff or judicial sales 

• Businesses that leaned to work remotely and how the will affect the footprints of the community  

• Attract people to live in the area 

• Make buildings multi-functioning buildings 

• How are you going to use the funding? 
o Address Infrastructure  
o Improve broadband access 
o Improve Marketability  

• Online businesses turned back to brick and mortar  

• Review the Pal Study for distressed cities 

• Review Neighborhood Assistance Tax Credit 

• Use Money to fill holes  

• Look at long term expenses 

• Pay dividends long-term 

• Work with the County $625 million  

• Look at the Hospitality industry  

• Telephone Number of Rick Schuettler:  570-265-0578 

• No additional restrictions from PA 

• The Legislation states the states cannot put restrictions  - Legislation QRC codes  

• The guidance for the Care Act were done in three days 
 
DCED  

• What is going through DCED?  They are working on a Plan 
o Check DCED’s website on a regular basis 
o Working on a plan 

 
MEMBER UPDATE  
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Amy Sturges  

• PLM is just beginning two year sessions 

• They are getting back to normal 

• Everything was related to COVID 

• Legislation correctly moving 

• House Bill 606 (Rothman) 

• Local Use of Radar and LIDAR by Municipal Police Officers 
o It is moving through the House 
o Came out of the Senate, through the Transportation Committee 
o Requires local Ordinance 
o Amendment added for  state police to add moving radar  
o 90 days for enforcement  

• Senate Bill 419 (Senator Scavaello) 
o Similar to HB666 
o Was in the Senate Transportation Committee  

▪ It must get 102 votes in the House 
▪  
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Burden of Commercial Request.  The Requester has to certify in writing.  The local government can charge 
rate of lowest paid staff person.

  
 

This just passed the House yesterday.  It amends the Real Estate Tax Laws.    
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This came out of the House Local Government Committee.  “The Free The Lemonade Stands Bill.” There is 

an additional exemption if the business is for a charitable purpose. 

 

If cooked goods will it apply.  It is about the Business License everything else will apply. 

 

 

Applications for third party special events and to indemnify PennDot and events were not taking place due 

to liability issues.  It came out of the House Transportation Committee.  It was amended slightly.  It will 

continue on its way to the House process and over to the Senate.  It will relieve municipalities of PennDot 

requirements. 
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What the policies should be.  Get policy input form members.  Use this is determining positions on 

legislations.  They will do background research and get the resolution in order that will go to the Resolution 

Committees.  Resolutions that passes the Resolution Committee.  August 1. Federal Regulations go to the 

National League’s Policies. 
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www.PML.org  

• Three Year Strategic Plan 

• Long-term Vision 

• Professional Development 

  

Key Goals: 
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Angela is available to talk about these matters.
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AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN 

The American Rescue Plan Act Speakers: 

• LeAnne Clayberger, Pennsylvania Economy League 

• Michael Gleeson, Legislative Manager for National League of Cities 

• Vieen Leung, Senior Management Consultant with PFM (Member of Business Leaders Network) 
 
It’s been 40 years since getting this type of funding.  Crisis is unprecedented. 
 
*Shared Screen Leslie Rhoad’s  
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Michael Gleeson, Legislative Manager for National League of Cities 
 

• 19,000 Municipal Governments are entitled. 

• Exchange banking information to get the money. 

• The state got their own separate pot of funding and the county got their own separate pot of 
funding. 
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Capital Project Funding for broadband and other items.

 

o Cities might experience $90 billion shortfalls that we are going to be seeing.  It goes a long way to 
make budget more stable. 

o 70 percent of funds, or $45.5 billion for cities with 50,000 residents or more  

o 60 days for entitlement cities or 90 days for smaller cities because the money passes through the 

state and 30 days for smaller towns and villages. 

o Need to use the funds by December 31, 2024. Unexpended funds will go back to Treasury 

o Stabilization Local Government Operations 

o Some cities misclassified, counted twice or were not counted at all. 

o Be patient.  These numbers are not final 
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Grant Estimates 

 

Allows a municipality to provide up to $13 per hour above regular wages. 

March 1, 2020 – Reduction of revenue 

To make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure (Does wastewater and 

stormwater count?)
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o Provide money to private nonprofit organization, public benefit corporations, a special-purpose unit 

of state or local government.   

o No restrictions on local governments prohibiting tax-cuts or local stimulus payments. 

o You have to have good reporting. (document everything) 

o This is not just the local funding  

o $1,400 checks for eligible households, dependent care, employee retention credit and paid leave 

credit

 

 



15 
 

 

 

 



16 
 

NLC sent a letter to the Treasury for guidance

 

o People should be thinking about what the funding will be used for now while waiting for the money 

o Guidance as of March 11, 2021.  The money should be coming out 60 days.  90 days for smaller 

cities. 

o Use every aspect to stabilize your city.   

o Comprehensive needs assessment.   

o Bring people together now and see where the holes and gaps are 

o Prioritize fiscal stability.   

o There is an Infrastructure Bill following this. 

o Maintain documents and records.  Program will be to 2024.  Make sure you can talk about what 

you have done with this money. 

o Your delegation is part of your success.  If you have having a Re-opening or Ribbon Cutting, invite 

members of Congress. 
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NLC expanding leadership

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 
 

Vieen Leung, Senior Management Consultant with PFM (Member of Business Leaders Network) 

 

$350 Billion  

 

 

Challenges:  Money needs to be used by 2024.  Cities may try to treat the ARP (American Rescue Plan) 

Funds as a gift card.  Use the funds well so you are in a better position.   
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Work from home and what does it mean for the local economy (maintain best practices)

 

 

Framework to address challenges: 
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Develop a multi-year plan that covers one year after ARP(American Rescue Plan) expires:  At least to 2025

 

o Visual Graphics and the short and long term needs 

o Capital and Infrastrucutre Investments:  Start to priotizing the needs 

o Taking the Capital Plan and updating while waiting for the Treasury Guidance to come out 

 

o Multi-year Planning Approach 

o ARP is a one-term revenue.  The Rating Agencies are seeing how you are using the funding. 
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Develop a Plan  

Quantifies immediate funding and funding streams. 

See if your city will have a fiscal cliff in 2026 

• Maximize Funding 

Continue to reevaluate and revise.  Hopefully, you can find value. 
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LeAnne Clayberger, Pennsylvania Economy League 

 

Nonprofit, nonpartisan, independent voice and strong advocate for more than 80 years  
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Strategies and Perspectives:   

 

You have until the end of 2024.  Look for use of dedicated funds and immediate needs and longer term 

strategies.   

Watch for full guidance and instructions from Treasury. 

Start work on Planning for the funds. 

Take a look at your fiscal approach, tax revenues, fees and liquid fuels., Capital Plans (deferred 

maintenance) 

Think regionally! 

Look for opportunities. 

Consider decisions as investments. 
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Consider it as an investment in your community. 

Engage the public 
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PENNSYLVNAIA HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE AUTHORITY OVERVIEW 

Speaker:  Richard Viello 

 

Health Insurance  
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Scott Yeager – Real life examples  
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LEAGUE DISRICT BUSINESS MEETING BREAKOUTS 

 


