435 Hamilton Street

Allentown Allentown, Pa. 18101

Meeting Agenda - Final

City Council

Tuesday, December 12, 2023 6:30 PM Council Chambers

Roll Call
Background:

City Council adopted a budget on November 4. The Mayor presented council
with a budget that included a 6.9% tax increase, Council amended the budget in
a 5-2 vote, eliminating a number of positions and upgrades and making across
the boards cuts to eliminate any tax increase. The amendment and Bill 95 are in
the file. The Mayor vetoed council’s general fund bill - Bill 95 as amended.
Council failed to override the veto at the November 15th Council meeting; but
reconsidered Bill 95 as amended. What is in front of city council at this moment
in time is Bill 95 with the amendment that was adopted — reconsideration means
they have the bill before them just before the final vote was taken.

At the November 15th Council Meeting, Mayor Tuerk responded to City Council’s
adopted budget and offered an amendment with a 2% tax increase. This was not
acted on at that meeting.

This evening, there are two proposed Council amendments that if passed would
replace and supersede Council's initial amendment passed at the November 4
meeting that reduced the tax increase to zero with the Mayor’s 2% proposal as
the basis; taking additional funds from the unappropriated balance to take the
tax rate increase to zero. :

1. No tax increase: Suggested changes in Administrations 2% proposal - no new
positions, retaining increases to Police Captains and EMS and reducing the
unappropriated balance by an amount to have a budget with no tax increase -
@ $762,054. Mota, Hendricks, Affa

2. Add the Sustainability Position back into the budget - 11N at 66,976 in Parks
and Recreation, funded from the unappropriated balance (evaluate end of 2024).
Hendricks, Santo

Bill 95 2024 BUDGET AND TAX RATE
An Ordinance of the City of Allentown, County of Lehigh, and Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, establishing the General Fund, Administrative Order Fund, Risk
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Management Fund, Debt Service Fund, Equipment Fund, and Golf Fund Budgets for

2024.
Sponsors: Administration
Attachments: Bill No. 95 2024 BUDGET AND TAX RATE

Budget Amendments - Nov 4

Mayor's 2% Proposal Final

Councils Adopted Budget Amendment

Veto Message
Legislative History
11/4/23 City Council approved as amended

Budget Information

Attachments: BM 1

Budget Memo 2 - CED BSS Lead HHP Grant accounting change 12.12.23.JP

Mayor's 2% Proposal Final
Proposal
Admin Proposed

Budget - Charter
Financial Procedures (7)

Veto Message
Mayor's second proposed adjustment

Attachments: Veto Message

BP-Final-2 Percent Reductions One Page Summary

2 Percent Reductions One Page Summary revised 11.7.23 4.00pm

ADJOURN

Council meetings are held on the first and third Wednesday of each month beginning at 6:30 pm in Council
Chambers. For copies of the agenda or meeting announcements, please visit our website at
www.allentownpa.gov or contact the Clerk at Michael.Hanlon@allentownpa.gov to receive an email notice of the
meetings.
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