
ADMINISTRATION

ORDINANCE NO. 15422

FILE OF CITY COUNCIL

B|LL NO. 88 -2017

DECEMBER 6,2017

AN ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Allentown, County of Lehigh and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, revising
Article 301 Pawnbrokers, Second Hand Dealers and Precious Metal Dealers.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALLENTOWN

SECTION 0NE: That Section 301, Allentown Codified Ordinances, be amended as follows

ARTICLE 301

PAWNBROKERS, SECOND HAND DEALERS AND PRECIOUS METAL DEALERS

301,01 Definitions

301.02 Pawnbrokers

301.03 Second Hand Dealers

301,04 Precious Metal Dealers
301.99 Penalties

301,01 REPORTS TO CHIEF OF POTIEE

Allfawnbrckers; iewelers, er dealers buying seeend hand jewelry, seeend hand geeds er eeins shall
make eut and deliver te the Ghief ef Peliee er his designee at his effiee every Menday and Thursday

@s, Sueh repert shall be en a ferm furnished by the Ghief ef Peliee and shall eentain

301.01 DEFINITIONS



A. ln this section, the followinq definitions shall applv:

1, Pawnbroker:

a. Any person who enqaqes in the business of lending monev on the deposit or pledqe of
oersonal orooertv: or

b, Purchases personal property with an express or implied aqreement or understandinq
to sell it back at a subsequent time at a stipulated price: or

c. Lends money upon ooods, wares or merchandise pledqed, stored or deposited as
collateral security.

2. Pledqe: An item of propertv or an article deposited with the pawnbroker as securitv in

exchange for a loan in the course of the pawnbroker's business.

qivinq the pledqe into the possession of the pawnbroker

at the time the loan is qranted in exchanqe for the pledqe

5. Receipt: The card, document or other record furnished to the customer at the time an item of
personal property is purchased, traded or othenruise obtained (except for items obtained as a pledqe from
a pledqer,)

6, Second Hand Dealer: An individual operatinq a store, shop or other business, whether or not
at a permanent location, for the purpose of purchasinq, tradinq, sellinq or otherwise obtaininq and/or

orqanizations that operate "not for profit" and obtain items of personal property onlv via donation

7. Precious Metal Dealer: An individual operating a store, shop or other business. whether or not
at a permanent location, for the purpose of purchasinq, tradinq, sellinq or othen¡rise obtaininq and/or

limited to platinum, qold, silver and their alloys

301.02 PAWNBROKERS

A, Permits:

Citvof Allentown. No Pawnbroke/s Permitshall be issued bythe Cityof Allentown untilthe person has
been properly licensed by the Commonwealth as required bv the Pawnbrokers Licensinq Act, 63 P.S, $S

281-1-281-32.



2. Pawnbroke/s Permits shall be obtained annually from the Bureau of Business Licensinq for a
fee of $100.00

the Bureau of Police.

B. General Requirements:

oersonal orooertv from or exchanoe oersonal orooertv with a customer or oledoer who is under the aoe of
18 years.

2. No pawnbroker may purchase an article of personal propertv from, receive a pledqe of
rsonal from or with a customer or without first obtainin

the followinq:

a. A diqital photoqraph of the customer/pledqer:

b. A clear imprint of the left thumbprint of the customer/pledqer;

Valid identification from the custome consisti of at
followinq:

(i) A valid identification document, containinq a photoqraph issued by any State
or Federal qovernment aqencv:

A valid motor vehicle rator's license containi a

any state:

(iii) A valid militarv identification card containino a ohotoqraoh,

3. Every pawnbroker shall issue a pawn ticket to everv customer deliverinq a pledqe of personal

property to the pawnbroker,

C, Reports to the Police

as desiqnated by the Bureau of Police, Each pawnbroker shall maintain on its premises a computer which

Bureau of Police, via the internet to an entity designated by the Bureau of Police. No later than the end of
each business day. everv pawnbroker must upload. in the manner specified bv the Bureau of Police, the
require tracking information for all articles of personal propertv purchased, pledqed, traded or othenruise

obtained durinq the course of the business dav.

2. The Bureau of Police shall issue requlations desiqnatinq the form and content of pawn tickets,

the required trêckinq information to be recorded for each transaction, The entity chosen by the Bureau of
Police to administer the electronic trackinq system shall ensure that all data remain secure and

standards and shall employ state of the art technoloqy to plotect the data from all forms of unauthorized
access and malicious intrusion.

il



D. Holdinq Period

1. Everv oawnbroker shall
tnâq uitable nnatinn fnr

of receipt and
edoe

provided that any person who presents adequate identification (as set forth above) to demonstrate that

keep for a period of not less than 90 davs from the date
keeninn anv artielp nt nercnna nrnncrtv that was rece vedasan

of the article of rsonal

from the date of receipt and

nlpdn urchased

rson nam

may redeem or othenruise the article of persona propertv prior to the expi
holdinq period,

2, Everv oawnbroker shall keep for a period of not less than 15 davs
in a suitable location for any article of personal propertv that was pu

othenruise obtained (in some way other than as a oledqe) from an individual

3 Drrrinn the holdi nn nên ocl anv article of nersonal nronertv received asa
ed or othenrui from the awnbroker's tn

is not placed in an area or section where articles of personal Drooertv are offered for sale

4. Articles of personalproperty retained durinq the holdinq period mav not be altered in anv wav

E. lnspection bv Police

1 . The oawnbroker shall allow anv Citv of Allentown oolice toinsoecl V article ofan
personal property held in inventory or retained pursuant to the holdinq period described above, without
reouirino such oolice officer Dre sent a warrant or other order issrrcd hv the lìorrrtto

2 f the police officer has belief that any artic e of personal propertv

bv the pawnbroker from anyone other than the riqhtful owner of said article of personal orooertv, then the
officer mav d irect the nâwnbroker to hold the article of oersonal nronertv until ownershio mav be
determined

the ice officer
obtained bv the pawnbroke

then the officer may, without

article of ersonal
ne other than the riqhtfu owner of said

a warrant or other order issued bv the Court, seize and take into custodv the
nal ned b the Bureau of Police.

artic e of oersonal prooertv and taken into custodv bv a police officer, th e
the nawnhrnkp r with a rece nt lhat deserihes lhe said artiele idcntificc the officer name and bacloe

number and the case/inc dent number assiqned to the investiqation that the said
propertv is related to. The oawnbroker shall also then be notified of anv and all Cou rt proceedinqs related
to the said i nvestiqation.

301.03 SECOND HAND

A. Permits

1. No person shal act as a second hand dealer prior to obtain nq a Second Hand
issued bv the Citv of Allentqwn, Second hand dealers shallcomplv with the Junk and Secondhand
Reqistration Law, 53 P.S 4431-4433, and the Brass and Bronze Cemeterv Vase, Receptacle or
Markers Secondhand Pu ase Law, 53 P.S. AS 4441-4445. as amended

2. Seco¡d Hand Dealer's Permits shall be obtained annuallv from the Bureau of Business
Licensinq for a fee of $100 00



3. Permits shal requrre history checks to
the Bureau of Police.

B. General u

1. No second hand dealer mav purchase an article of oersonal orooertv from or exchanoe
narcnnal nrnnartrr r¡vifh a ¡rctn mer who is under tha cna nf Q rraora

2. No second hand dealer may purchase an article of personal propertv from or exchange

[ersonal propertv with a customer without first obtaininq the followinq:

a. A diqital photoqraph of

b, A clear imprint of the left thumborint of the customer.

a. Valid identification from the customer, consistinq of at least one of the followino

OA valid identification document, containinq a photoqraph issued bv anv State
or Federal oovernment aqencv:

A valid motor vehicle
any state:

l¡ii\ A valid mi iterv identificati ^
nard nnntr ninn a nhnfnnranhn

C. Reports to the Police

1. Everv second hand dealer shall use a secure. internet-accessible electronic rV noinvento tracki
system, as desiqnated bv second hand dea er shal mat ntain on its premises a
computer which is capable of securely and confidentiallv uploadinq all required trackinq information as

the Bureau of the Bureau of Police. No I

than the end of each d hand dealer must upload, in the
the Rrrrear of Poliec the rêô uire trackin ô inform afinn fnr all ertinloe nf narcnnel nrnnorlrr nr rr¡hacad

traded or otherwise obtained durinq the course of the business dav

2. The Bureau of Police shall issue requlations desiqnatino the form and content of receipts, the
internet-accessible electronic inventorv trackino svstem to be used bv each second hand dealer and the
reouired trackino information to be recorded for each transaction, The entitv chosen by the Bureau of
Police to administer the electronic trackino svstem shall ensure that all data remain secure and
confidential by providinq to each second hand dealer loqin securitv orotocols which meet current industrv
standards and shall emplov state of the arttechnoloqy to protect the data from al

access and malicious intrusion

D. Holdinq Period

1. Everv second hand shall keeo for a oeriod of not less than 15 davs from the date of
receiot and in a suitable location for safekeen

traded or othenruise obtained by an individual.
tn NV â rtic e of nersônâ nronertv that was nrrrehased



urchased traded or e

obtained shall be seqreqated from the second hand dealer's other inventory to ensure that it is not placed

rnana n are offered for sale

3. Articles of personal property retained durinq the holdinq period may not be altered in anv wav.

E. lnspection by the Police

1'ThesecondhanddealershallallowanyCityofAllentownpoliceo@
personal propertv held in inventory or retained pursuant to the holdinq period described above. without
requirinqsuchpoliceofficertopresentawarrantorothero@

2. lf the police officer has a reasonable belief that any article of personal propertv was obtained

bv the second hand dealer from anvone other than the riohtful owner of said article of oersonal orooertv.

then the officer may direct the second hand dealer to hold the article of personal property until ownership

may be determined.

3. lf the police officer has probable cause to believe that an article of personal property was

obtained bv the second hand dealer from anvone other than the riqhtful owner of said article of personal

property, then the officer may, without a warrant or other order issued by the Court, seize and take into

custodv the article of oersonal orooertv to be safeouarded at a location maintained bv the Bureau of
Police. When an article of personal propertv is seized and taken into custody by a police officer, that

officer shall provide the second hand dealer with a receipt that describes the said article, identifies the

officer bv name and badqe number and the case/incident number assiqned to the investiqation that the
dealer shall also then be notified of

and all Court proceedinqs related to the said investigation,

301.04 PRECIOUS METAL DEALERS

A. Permits

1. No person shall act as a precious metal dealer prior to obtaininq a Precious Metal Dealer's

Permit issued by the City of Allentown, Precious metaldealers shall comply with the Purchase an
Þroninnc l\Iotqlc I ar,v 7? p C RR 1q?'1 -'1 Ql) aq amondad

2. Precious Metal Dealer's Permits shall be obtained annuallv from the Bureau of Business

Licensinq for a fee of $100.00

the Bureau of Police,

B. General uirements:

1. No precious metal dealer may purchage an article of personal property from, or exchanqe
personal propertv with a customer who is under the aqe of 18 vears

2. No precious metal dealer mav purchase an article of personal propertv, or exchanqe
propertv with a customer without first obtaininq the followino:

a. A diqital photoqraph of the customer.

h

b. A clear imprint of the left thumbprint of the customer.



c. Valid identification from the customer/pledqer, consistinq of at least one of the
followinq:

(i) A valid identification document, containinq a photoqraph issued bv anv State
or Federal qovernment aqencv:

hicle rator's license containi a

any state:

(iii) A valid militarv identification card containinq a photoqraoh

C. Reports to the Police

1, Everv precious metal dealer shall use a secure. internet-accessible electronic inventorv
trackino svstem. as desion ated by the Bureau of Police. Each orecious metal dealer shall maintain on its
premises a computer which is capable of securelv and confidentiallv uploadinq all required trackinq
information as specified by the Bureau of police, via the internet to an entitv desiqnated bv the Bureau of
Police. No later than the pawnbroker must uoload , in the manner
specified by the Bureau of Police. the reouired trackino information for all articles of oersonal orooertv
nrrrchased lred ed or othenrvise ohtainod drrrinn tho nn¡rrca nf tho hr¡cinocc dar¡

2. The Bureau of Police shall issue requlations desiqnatinq the form and content of, receipts, the
internet-accessible electronic inventorv trackino svstem to be used bv each oreciou s metal dealer and the
required trackinq saction, The entity
Police to administer the electronic trackino svstem shall ensure that all data remain secure and
confidential by providinq to each precious metal dealer loqin securitv protocols which meet current
industry standards and sh art technoloqv to protect the data
unauthorized access and malicious intrusion

D, Holdin Pe

l. Every precious metal dealer shall keep for a oeriod of not less than 15 davs from the date of
receipt and in a suitable nq, anv article of persona propertv

traded or otherwise obtained by an individual

2, Durinq the holding period, any article of personal property received purchased, traded or
nlhprwise obtained shall be senreoaled from the nreeious melal dealpr's other i nventorv to ensure that if

is not olaced in an area or section where articles of nerson nronertv are offered for sale

3. Articles of oersonal orooertv retai no the holdi no ne riod m av not he altered in anv wavned duri

E. lnspection by the Police

1. The precious metal police officer to inspect anv article
of personal prooertv held in inventorv or retained oursuant to the holdino oeriod described above. without
requirinq such police officer to present a warrant or other order issued bv the Court

2. lf the police officer has a reasonable belief that anv article of oersonal orooertv was obtained
hv fhe nreeior rc mcta I dealer from anvnno nlhor then tho rinhtfrl 

^urnar 
nf caid artinla nf narcnn a

then the officer may direct
ownership mav be determ

article of personal propertv until

nr^n rtrr



3, lf the police officer has probable cause to believe that an article of personal propertv was
obtained bv the precious metal dealer from anvone other than the riqhtful owner of said article of oersonal
propertv, then the officer may, without a warrant or other order issued by the Court, seize and take into
custody the article of personal propertv to be safequarded at a location maintained bv the Bureau of

rsonal is seized and taken into c officer
officer shall provide the precious metal dealer with a receipt that describes the said article, identifies the
nffinor hrr nrma qnd hadna number and the case/incident number ^

eel¡.1 ned to the i n rraclin ation that fha

said article of personal propertv is related to. The precious metal dealer shall also then be notified of anv
and all Court proceedinqs related to the said investiqation

301.99 PENALTY

Any person violating the provisions of this Article shall be fined not less than One hundred ($100.00)
Dollars but not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars or imprisoned not more than ninety (90) days
or both. (11995 512121173',14091 S 1 6/6/03)



TOTAL

Ray O'Connell, Pres.

Cynthia Y. Mota

David K. McGuire

Roger MacLean

Daryl Hendricks, VP

Julio A. Guridy

Candida Affa

7

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Yea

0

Nay

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was
passed by City Council on December 20,2017 and signed by
the Mayor on December 21, 2017.

CIWCLERK



o What Department or bureau is Bill originating from? Where did the initiative for the bill
originate?

This Bill originates from the Police Department / Criminal lnvestigations Division

Summary and Facts of the Bill

The Bill reflects significant updates to City Code, Article 301, related to Pawnbrokers, Second Hand

Dealers, and Precious Metal Dealers, ln particular, it requires "Electronic Reporting" of items
purchased by these businesses.

Purpose - Please include the following in your explanation:
o What does the Bill do - what are the specific goals/tasks the bill seek to

accomplish
o What are the Benefits of doing this/Down-side of doing this
o How does this Bill related to the City's Vision/Mission/Priorities

This Bill will require these types of businesses, identified above, to report their purchases

electronically. Electronic reporting will allow investigators too much more efficiently identify stolen
items and those suspects who sell them to local businesses, which will enable investigators to

recover more stolen items and return them to their rightful owners. The long-term goal is to reduce
theft and the financial loss incurred by those who fall victim to theft.

Financial lmpact - Please include the following in your explanation:
o Cost (lnitial and ongoing)
o Benefits (initialand ongoing)

A vendor named RAPID will provide the Allentown Police Department with the required services for
a fee of $200 per business. This cost will be offset by a $100 annual fee charged by the City for
business registration, which is written into this ordinance. ln 2017 , there is $6,500 budgeted for this
program. At the time of this writing, there are approximately 30 businesses in Allentown that would
be subject to this ordinance revision / electronic reporting.

The financial breakdown is as follows

o

a

a

Budgeted Expense

Monies derived annually by $100 fee

Total

Paid to vendor to manage program

$6,500
$3,000 (based on 30 businesses)

$9.500

at$6,000 (based on 30 businesses

$200 each)

Total Remaining Funds $3,500

o Funding Sources - Please include the following in your explanation:



o

o lf transferring funds, please make sure b¡ll gives specific accounts; ¡f

appropriating funds from a grant list the agency awarding the grant.

Priority status/Deadlines, if any

No deadlines exist.

Why should Council unanimously support this bill?

By supporting this ordinance change / elechonic reporting, Council will enable police investigators to
much more efficiently identify stolen items, recover stolen items, and prosecute those persons who
commit theft related offenses, Ultimately, this will provide the citizens of Allentown with a safer
environment in which to live, work and play.

O


