Ray O’Connell, Mayor
City of Allentown
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TO: Michael Hanlon
City Clerk

FROM: Ray O’Connell O\B Q/
Mayor “

DATE: September 8, 2020

SUBJECT: Authorities, Boards, Commissions Appointments

Mayor O’Connell has approved the following appointment for City Council’s
consideration.

Name Authority/Board/Commission Term to Expire
Lewis Edwards Allentown Neighborhood Improvement 01/01/2023

Zone Development Authority (ANIZDA)

Mr. Edwards will be fulfilling the unexpired term of John I. Williams (Muhlenberg College-
President) who resigned for this authority. | have attached his resume for your review.
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Mayor’s Office

City Hall

435 Hamilton Street
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For over thirty years, Lewis Edwards has been a noteworthy leader and professional in the Greater
Lehigh Valley. His background and experience in accounting, finance, financial services and small
business facilitation has brought large scale innovation, development, and expertise to businesses and
corporations both regionally and nationally.

Lewis’s early career began in Corporate banking, as he rose to the position of Vice President at then
Nations Credit Corporation. He then spent years working in community lending, business and economic
development and audit management at various corporations. Lewis has lead large and small teams at
each stage of his career, proving to be a natural leader and innovator.

In his current role as Vice President for Small Business and Commercial Lending for Lehigh Financial
Group LLC, he provides a knowledge-based approach to providing clients innovative real estate capital
solutions. There have been dozens of small and large business in the Lehigh Valley that have benefited
from his professional understanding of commercial financing.

Lewis’s commitment to leadership, diversity and inspiring others has been demonstrated as a board
member, mentor and facilitator to countless organizations including: The Office of Minority and Women
Business Owners, Lehigh Valley Economic Development Lenders Peer Review Committee, Community
Action Development Corporation Allentown, and his longtime membership and board position at the
YMCA Allentown.

He was born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He obtained his Bachelor of Science degree from
Pennsylvania State University in Accounting. Upon completion of his degree, he began his career in his
Philadelphia at Fidelity Bank.

Lewis has been married to Joan Edwards for over forty years. He is the proud father to two adult
daughters and grandfather to two grandchildren. In his spare time, Lewis is an avid runner and
swimmer and enjoys spending time with his family.



