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LVEDC Mission

 The mission of the Lehigh Valley Economic 

Development Corporation is to market the 

economic assets of the Lehigh Valley and 

to serve as a regional shared services and 

resource center to help businesses to 

come, grow, and start here.



Lehigh Valley at a Glance

 $35.4 Billion GDP

Larger than the entire state of Vermont 

and 94 other countries in the world

 Site Selection magazine – March 2015

The Lehigh Valley was ranked the top-

performing region for economic 

development in the Northeastern United 

States



Economic Snapshot

 Economic base is diversified
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Lehigh Valley GDP by sector



Commercial Real Estate Snapshot

OFFICE VACANCY RATE*

10.10%

INDUSTRIAL VACANCY RATE*

7.50%

*Data provided by LVEDC Research, May 2016



Lehigh Valley at a Glance

 9 of 19 projects in 2015 were international

 I2R Nanowave (Canada)

 Lower Macungie, Manufacturing

 Malmedie (Germany)

 Upper Macungie, Manufacturing

 Nihon Koden (Japan)

 South Whitehall, Bio-Tech

 SunOpta (Canada)

 Upper Macungie, Food & Beverage

 Inditex (Spain)

 Forks, Clothing Distribution

 MBD – Safran (France)

 Lower Nazareth, Aerospace

 Primark Stores (Ireland)

 Bethlehem, Clothing Distribution

 Ricoh (Japan)

 Hanover (NC), Electronics

 Norac (France)

 Forks, Food & Beverage



LVEDC Business Recruitment & 

Marketing Outreach: 2015-2016

 Site Selectors Guild Conference, Spring/Fall

 Area Development Foreign Direct 
Investment Forum

 Industrial Asset Management Council 

Spring Professional Forum 

 I-95 Corridor Coalition Freight Academy

 European Foreign Direct Investment Visits 

 Area Development Consultants Forum

 Bio International Convention

 CoreNet Global Summit

 NAIOP Commercial Real Estate 
Conference 

 National Brownfields Conference 

 Site Selectors Guild Spring

 IEDC Executive Leadership Roundtable

 IAMC Spring & Fall Professional Forum

 World Forum for Foreign Direct Investment 

 NAIOP Industrial Conference

 IEDC Annual Conference

 CoreNet Global Summit 

 SelectUSA Investment Summit

 Regional Brownfields Conference

 SIOR 2016 Fall Conference



Major Lehigh County Deliveries & Deals

- Office

Three City Center

166,000 SF 
delivered

Founder’s Building 
(former LSI HQ)

247,000 SF lease



2016 Lehigh County Pipeline

INDUSTRIAL

ULINE Distribution 

Site

1.6 million SF
RETAIL

Hamilton Crossings 

Lifestyle Center

570,000 SF



Market Trends

 Industrial space being built on spec

 Nearly 5 million SF under construction

 E-Commerce driving growth

 Manufacturing GDP and growth remains strong

 Lehigh Valley’s manufacturing GDP of $4.95 billion ranks 

64th out of 351 major U.S. MSAs



City of 
Allentown: 
Redevelopment

 Allentown 

Waterfront

 LVLRI Assistance:

 Phase I, Phase II, 

Targeted 

Brownfields 

Assessment

 Growing 

Greener Grant: 

$468,000

 End Use: Mixed-use 

complex



City of 
Allentown: 
Redevelopment

 Allentown Metal 
Works

 LVLRI Assistance:

Phase I, Phase 

II, Site 

Cleanup 

Planning

$136,000

 End Use: Urban 

manufacturing/i

ndustrial



City of Allentown: Redevelopment

The Trifecta 

Building

LVLRI Assistance:

Phase I, Asbestos 

& Lead Survey

$9,000

Delivery: 2015



City of Allentown: Financing

Bridgeworks Enterprise 

Center Roof 

$109,000

Bethlehem Maintenance 

Service & Machine, Inc. 

Equipment

$72,000



City of Allentown

Sub-regional marketing campaign

One-minute video 

highlighting assets of 

each area

Brochures with overview 

info about each area

High-quality photos to 

use on websites and in 

marketing brochures



City of Allentown
Sub-regional 
marketing campaign

Website with video, 

photos, assets, 

demographics, and 

current opportunities

SelectAllentown.com



LEHIGH 

COUNTY VIDEO



Allentown VIDEO
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