
 
January 31, 2025 
 
Allentown City Hall 
435 Hamilton Street 
Allentown, PA 18101 
 
RE: Allentown Environmental Advisory Council 2024 Annual Report  
 
To the esteemed members of Allentown City Council and Mayor Tuerk: 
 
The following document is submitted on behalf of the Allentown Environmental 
Advisory Council (“AEAC”) in accordance with Ordinance #148001 enacted by the City 
Council in June of 2010 requesting an annual report from Authorities, Boards, and 
Commissions in the City of Allentown (“The City”). 
 
Please refer to the below table of contents for a more specific breakdown of this report. 
Do not hesitate to reach out to this email or any members of the AEAC with any 
questions, concerns, or requests for further inquiry.  
 
Best, 
The Allentown Environmental Advisory Council 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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§ 12-46. Purpose.2 
Allentown City Council and the Administration of the City of Allentown deem it to 
be in the best interest and the general welfare of the citizens and residents of the 
City of Allentown to: 
 

1.​ Be advised as to environmental issues within the City of Allentown 
2.​ Encourage sustainable design and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

including the use of renewable energies 
3.​ Protect and preserve natural resources within the City of Allentown 
4.​ Maintain possible uses of open land in the City of Allentown 
5.​ Promote community environmental programs 

 
 
 

State of the Allentown Environmental Advisory Council 

Over the previous year the AEAC has undertaken numerous endeavors and initiatives 

in pursuit of our purpose statement. Our accomplishments can not be mentioned without 

giving thanks to a supportive Administration, Council Members, and City residents. We 

appreciate your engagement and look forward to continuing to be in service to our City 

government during 2025. 

The 2024 year for the AEAC was turbulent from an administrative and operational 

standpoint. Due to a variety of circumstances, our in-person meeting location changed three 

separate times. We also experienced some difficulties in communication/coordination due to 

a change in leadership, departure of four members, and the on-boarding of a new member.    

Despite these challenges, we were able to deliver a multitude of recommendations to 

the City, support campaigns, and participate in collaborations on environmental awareness 

and stewardship in the community. Our monthly meetings saw visitors from many local 

organizations such as the Center for Sustainable Innovation, Little Lehigh Watershed 

Stewards, and enACT at Muhlenberg College. We also received presentations and 

participation from the City’s SWEEP program and stormwater/recycling/solid waste 

departments.  

2 Ordinance 15692 - Article IX Environmental Advisory Council 
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​ Our work this year was dominated by providing support and general engagement with 

the City’s sustainability coordinator. Many of the key aspects of the AEAC’s purpose 

statement find alignment with that of the goals and responsibilities of this position. We have 

been extremely impressed by the transparency, success, and diversification of 

accomplishments the sustainability coordinator has been able to facilitate for our community 

in such a short period of time. Additionally, as expected, most of these initiatives were made 

possible through external funding. For example, the City will receive federal funds for the 

Urban and Community Forestry Grant, authorized through Bill 813, to support equitable tree 

planting and maintenance in our marginalized neighborhoods. Also, the City will receive 

both federal and state funding for the development of an electric vehicle pilot program4, in 

direct coordination with R-565, ensuring that the transition of our fleet is completed in a 

thoughtful, data driven way. Another significant accomplishment is the privately sourced 

Youth Climate Action Fund6 program, which provided youth organizations with funding for 

projects like community gardens and tree plantings.  

​ As we move into the 2025 year the AEAC is prepared to focus on filling the three 

vacancies in our membership and fine tuning a consistent system for our administrative tasks. 

We plan to increase our engagement across City government initiatives to ensure the voice 

and perspective of the AEAC is properly represented, and continue our promotion of 

community environmental programs. We also hope to continue to provide support to the 

sustainability coordinator as we see some of the developing projects come to fruition such as 

an Allentown specific Climate Action Plan, an updated Greenhouse Gas Inventory, and the 

implementation of the Energy Management Plan.  

 

Sincerely, 

Kyle Ropski 
AEAC, Chair 

Tinku Khanwalker 
AEAC, Co-Chair 

6 COA - Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Youth Action Fund to activate young people in driving climate solutions 
 

5 Resolution 56 (April 3, 2024) - City Council recommends the Mayor conduct a systematic study of the deployment of electric or 
hybrid vehicles prior to making any changes to the vehicle fleet. 

4 DEP Newsroom - Shapiro Administration Awards $2.55 Million  

3 Bill 81 - Supplemental appropriation of $920,800 Dollars from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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Allentown EAC 2024 Executive Summary 
The below list of bullet points serves as a short-form summary of what we were able to 
accomplish during the 2024 year. The following sections of the report under “2024 Goal 
Review” and “Miscellaneous Accomplishments” provide much further in depth descriptions with 
sources, context, and additional items.  
 

1.​ Provided support and input to the Sustainability Coordinator on a variety of programs and 
initiatives such as the Shared Energy Manager program, Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant program, the Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant program, and 
the development of an Energy Management Plan.  

2.​ Provided an official recommendation to the ZONE Allentown initiative focusing on the 
importance of evaluating both direct and cumulative impacts on the local community, 
particularly Environmental Justice areas already facing environmental burdens. 

3.​ Partnered with local community organizations to implement a monthly environmental 
education workshop for children at the Allentown Public Library supported by funding 
from Birdtown PA. 

4.​ Developed and implemented a centralized “atowneac” google account which improved 
the efficiency of internal/external communications, promoted transparency in document 
storage, and ensured accountability in operations. 

5.​ Assisted in the management of interns in the pursuit of updating the City’s Greenhouse 
Gas Inventory. 

6.​ Participated in a variety of community programming events regarding air quality, water 
quality, water infrastructure, and sustainable development. 

7.​ Developed and submitted the annual Birdtown PA Report. 

8.​ Provided an official recommendation to the Safe Streets for All Committee focused on 
the implementation of a “sustainability score” to the dashboard/story map.  

 
-​ Led the Lehigh Valley EAC Network on initiatives focused on connectivity and collaboration 

at a regional level supporting grassroots advocacy 
-​ Recommended the passage of Bill 107 to encourage the broadest membership participation 

authorized under the Home Rule Charter for the AEAC 
-​ Recommended the passage of Bill 108 adding a requirement that dumpsters in the 

public-right-of-way be covered when not it use 
-​ Participated in the grant selection committee for the Youth Climate Action Fund   
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AEAC 2024 Goal Review 

 
1. Implement a Neighborhood Cleanup Community Initiative focused on 1st and 6th wards. 
Involve local community-based organizations like Promise Neighborhoods. [Jennifer] 
 
Summary:  

This goal as written did not succeed. The initiative was to be community-led and 
operated rather than a short-term, one day, cleanup. This was for several reasons. First, by 
involving the immediate community members/neighborhood residents in the planning process, it 
would hopefully build a sense of ownership and ensure longevity into the cleanliness of the area. 
Additionally, it would help to avoid the viewpoint that outside individuals were coming in to 
clean up, which may contribute to negative perceptions of the AEAC and participating 
volunteers. The City was involved and graciously offered assistance with cleanup supplies and 
trash removal. 

This goal was based on the very successful clean-up led by the AEAC in 2021 at a 
neighborhood adjacent to Trout Creek Park at 401 Cleveland.  The City’s Bureau of Recycling 
and Solid Waste as well as the Parks Department provided significant support, the community 
got involved and has continued to be committed to keeping the property clean.  The Lehigh 
County Conservation District subsequently installed signage at Trout Creek Park which includes 
information about the AEAC.  Inspiration for this 2024 goal was also taken from The 
Community and The Arts Cleanup competition held in July of 20237 led by Real Recognize Real 
Entertainment and the work being done by Kathy Frederick of LV Cleanup8. She was recognized 
by Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful as a volunteer of the year9 and by Allentown City Council with 
a proclamation during the August 7th, 2024 City Council meeting10 

In the early months of the year, the AEAC sought to collaborate on this goal with 
Promise Neighborhoods  of the Lehigh Valley (PNLV) through their Promise Corps program and 
to focus the effort in the Jordan Heights neighborhood.  The AEAC offered expertise to PNLV 
who submitted a grant application to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources11 
for the project. Consistent with the grant requirements12, the project was refined to include 
tree-planting and workforce development. The application was successful and the funding came 
through but not until November, which made it impossible to complete the project this year.  The 
project is expected to be part of the AEAC’s 2025 goals.  
 
Next steps for 2025 consideration:  

12 Grant application from PNLV? 
11 Siegel: local non-profit awarded $200K for a developmental program 
10 Proclamation: Kathy Frederick - LV Cleanup recognition. 
9 Volunteers of the Year - Keep PA Beautiful 
8 LVCleanUp | Facebook 

7 Community and The Arts Clean Up collects more than 150 bags of litter in Allentown | LehighValleyNews.com 
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●​ Continue engagement with community members, the City and organizations such as 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, LV Cleanup, Promise Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley 
●​ Provide support to facilitate coordination with the City’s sustainability coordinator so that 

tree planting under this project is properly integrated into the City’s broader tree planting 
initiative to be undertaken under the Urban and Community Forestry Grant from the 
federal Department of Agriculture. 

 
2. Advise the City on the Scope of Work by the Shared Energy Manager granted to the City by 
PA DEP [Tinku] 
 
Summary:  
​ This goal was a success. The Sustainability Coordinator for the City, approved by City 
Council for inclusion in the 2024 budget13 by a 7-0 vote, was a key contributor in the City’s 
ability to facilitate this program effectively. The Shared Energy Manager14 is a part of the PA 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Local Climate Action Program intended to reduce 
municipal energy costs and emissions through the provision of consulting services. The AEAC in 
collaboration with the City’s sustainability coordinator was successful in getting the City 
included into the 2024 cohort of 20 local government participants. Previously, the City of Easton 
participated in the program, and the below graph, sourced from DEP13, illustrates the cost 
savings anticipated as a result of the projects completed during that cohort’s term of services. 
The estimated $379,596 dollars saved by the City of Easton also includes a reduction of 64 
metric tons of CO2 equivalent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The contracted manager, Wilson Engineering Services, distributed a preliminary Energy 
Management Survey15 to address the City’s needs to which the AEAC provided input. It was 
decided that the focus of work by Wilson would be on completing the $170,020 Energy 

15 Preliminary Energy Management Survey - Wilson Engineering Services (WES) 

14 Shared Energy Manager | Department of Environmental Protection | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
13 Agenda - December 12th, 2023 
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Efficiency and Conservation Block16 (EECBG) grant application for which the AEAC had 
worked with the City to obtain preliminary approval in 2023, and to focus the initiative on a pilot 
Electric Vehicle (EV)/charging infrastructure program as well as the development of an Energy 
Management Plan.  Wilson was also engaged to assist in applying for Alternative Fuels Incentive 
Grant (AFIG)17 grant as well as federal tax credits for EVs and for charging infrastructure, and to 
assist with benchmarking buildings for energy management, solar panel recommissioning to the 
Bridgeworks solar array, and inquiry into the combined heat and power (CH&P) facility at the 
Kline’s Island WasteWater Treatment Plant (KIWWTP)18.  The City also procured technical 
assistance19 from the Department of Energy for developing its Energy Management Plan. 

 The EECBG grant for was approved in August20 and the money will be applied towards 
the purchase of the new EVs in the pilot program ($120,070) and the Energy Management Plan 
($50,000).  In December of 2024, the AFIG21 award was announced4, and the City was awarded 
the maximum amount of ($7,500/vehicle) for 8 vehicles totaling $60,000.  However, the City 
was not awarded funds for charging infrastructure, and submitted an application for the second 
funding round on 12/20. The below chart was provided to the AEAC on the estimated financials 
for these components of the EV pilot program.   
 
 
​  
​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The benchmarking for buildings work primarily came into play with the updating of the 
City’s Greenhouse Gas Inventory, which will be addressed in a future goal review. We do not 
have a current update on the solar panels on the Public Works building. The approximately 420 
panels were installed in 2010 through a $517,000 grant from the state22. According to the 2023 
Annual Report published by the City’s Office of Compliance, the CH&P facility at KIWWTP 
uses the methane from digesters to generate electricity and provide heat. In 2023, it produced 

22 Allentown touts solar panels – The Morning Call 
21 Fwd: AFIG Applications Submitted Email confirmation 

20 EECBG Notice of Pre-Approval Equipment Voucher (Email) 
19 EECBG Notice of Technical Assistance (Email) 
18 April 2024 Report to the Citizens Advisory Council - City of Allentown 

17 Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant (AFIG) | Department of Environmental Protection 

16 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program | Department of Energy 
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3,955,550 kWh, accounting for approximately 33% of KIWWTP’s total energy needs23, a 
testament to the benefits of sustainable design.  
 
Next steps for 2025 consideration: 

●​ The City will continue to apply for funding associated with the EV Pilot Program, but 
will not apply for the 2025 Shared Energy Manager Program 

●​ The AEAC will continue to provide support to the implementation of this program and 
others that support renewable energy and sustainable design 

 
3. Research and develop a recommended ordinance on sustainable warehouse practices [Maria] 
 
Summary:  
​ This goal was accomplished. While larger warehouses and other logistics facilities are not 
prominent in dense urban areas such as Allentown, there is still some vacant land on which such 
facilities could be built in the City, and some existing buildings could be redeveloped into such 
facilities. To remain proactive in avoiding issues faced by other municipalities with respect to 
logistics facilities, the AEAC concluded that it should provide the City with the model ordinance 
developed by PennFuture titled “Living with Logistics: A Model Logistics Use Zoning 
Ordinance for Pennsylvania Municipalities”24.  After discussions at meetings, and advice from 
City Council Vice President Napoli, the AEAC decided that the best route to pursue this goal 
was to provide input through the City’s ongoing ZONE Allentown initiative. The AEAC  
submitted an official recommendation25 to Jennifer Gomez on June 15th 2024 and attended an 
open house26 engagement event at which City officials discussed the AEAC’s recommendations 
at length. The City was in agreement with the AEAC’s concerns, and stated that the approval 
process should include reviews addressing most of those concerns.   

Included in the AEAC concerns were consideration of both direct and cumulative impacts 
on local communities, especially Environmental Justice areas already burdened by 
environmental harms. The AEAC also recommended that the City should assess access to 
transportation infrastructure, the capacity of water and sewer systems, and the broader impacts 
on air and water quality, noise, and traffic.  Additionally, the AEAC recommended that economic 
benefits such as job creation and tax revenue must be weighed against long-term costs to 
infrastructure, municipal services, property values, and community well-being. 

However, the City did not agree to designate logistics uses as conditional or special 
exception uses across all zoning districts, arguing that the approval process as currently 
contemplated by the City would be sufficient.   
 
Next steps for 2025 consideration: 

26 ZONE Allentown - Share your feedback open house (Flyer) 
25 Comments of Allentown EAC on April 2024 Draft of Allentown’s Zoning Ordinance Update 
24 PennFuture Living with Logistics: A Model Logistics Use Zoning Ordinance for Pennsylvania Municipalities 

23 Water/Sewer Systems Concession Lease Agreement - 2023 Annual Report - Office of Compliance 
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●​ Increase awareness of the activities of the City’s development proceedings such as the 

planning commission and zoning hearing board meetings 
●​ Review subdivision and land development plans as appropriate 

 
4. Implement the monthly Bird Town Environmental Education program for Children at the 
Allentown Public Library per the Allentown EAC’s successful grant proposal to Bird Town PA 
[Tinku + Felice] 
 
Summary: 
​ This goal was a success. The AEAC submitted a grant proposal27 on behalf of the 
Allentown Public Library for a mini grant provided by Penn Community Bank through Bird 
Town PA. Through Muhlenberg’s Office of Community Engagement, interns Felice (spring) and 
Lauren (summer), reached out to various community organizations to develop and coordinate 
monthly educational workshops for children at the Library.  Other than February and November, 
the program was held every month of the year.  The below table lists the participating 
organizations and the respective graphic detailing each session and content covered.  
 

Organization Flyer 

Allentown EAC  General Program Flyer (with Facebook…

Lehigh Valley Audubon Society  March Flyer.pdf

Muhlenberg College  April Flyer.pdf

City of Allentown x AEAC  May Flyer.pdf

Birdtown PA  June Flyer.pdf

City of Allentown  July Flyer 1.pdf

Lehigh County Conservation District  August Flyer.pdf

Nurture Nature Center  September Flyer.pdf

Wildlands Conservancy  October flyer 1.pdf

Monocacy Farm Project  November Flyer.pdf

Community Bike Works  December Flyer.pdf

 
Next steps for 2025 consideration: 

27 Birdtown Mini Grant Application  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F9Elg96y6KSMJ7h27pFmEtOd08P8C_ev/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m7a8bjECQe6MkI26jrR-386GV7Zbyp_R/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ER1TxTb73sr-nsMeGpFyUP5f0aq7-sWQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l_8QQ4N6Ylf1pRQwFbOdDGDkYZxbcaPS/view?usp=sharing


 
 

 
●​ Continue collaborations with Birdtown PA and engage with other community groups 

involved in the program 
●​ Provide promotional support to community programming in the City 

 
5. Work with Allentown’s new Sustainability Coordinator to Improve AEAC Communication 
Efficiency, Transparency, and Accountability through a centralized database and improved public 
awareness programs [Kyle] 
 
Summary: 

The goal to enhance AEAC communication efficiency, transparency, and accountability 
through a centralized database and improved public awareness programs was partially 
successful. At the start of the year, AEAC faced significant challenges in communication and 
administrative efficiency. There was no standardized system for distributing meeting agendas, 
minutes, and other essential documents, leading to fragmented email chains, inconsistent 
communication, and confusion among members, city staff, and stakeholders. These inefficiencies 
resulted in excessive email traffic, difficulty in tracking conversations, and a lack of clarity about 
responsibilities for documentation and follow-up tasks. Furthermore, there was ongoing 
uncertainty about who within the City was responsible for posting AEAC materials, which 
ultimately became the responsibility of the sustainability coordinator. Additionally, AEAC files 
were spread throughout the City's website, Legistar, and open data portal28. These three 
platforms, while valuable, created a fragmented system that often presented incomplete or 
inconsistent information to interested parties.  

To address these issues, a dedicated AEAC Google account (atowneac@gmail.com) was 
established to serve as the primary communication hub for the organization. This account 
streamlined internal and external communications, centralizing correspondence and document 
storage in a single, searchable location via Google Drive. Meeting minutes, agendas, 
recommendations, and supporting documents were systematically archived and linked directly in 
meeting agendas to simplify posting on Legistar. The official AEAC email address became the 
standard sender for official communications, reducing confusion among recipients. 

In addition to email improvements, AEAC transitioned to using Google Meet for virtual 
meetings, resolving recurring technical challenges previously encountered with Zoom. Outreach 
efforts included a collaboration with the Mayor's office to produce a promotional video about 
AEAC, which was shared on City social media platforms on 5/21/202429. This initiative, coupled 
with a public sign-up form, resulted in a 25% increase in the mailing list, adding approximately 
10-15 new contacts. Interns also contributed to strengthening AEAC's public presence by 
designing a new logo30 and promotional flyers (full page31 and half page32) for outreach events. 

Despite these advancements, challenges remained in fully integrating the new 
communication system. Adoption of the centralized email account was inconsistent, with some 
members continuing to rely on personal email accounts for AEAC-related tasks. As a result, 
important email chains were occasionally excluded from the central archive, creating gaps in 

32 Half Page AEAC Flyer 
31 Full Page AEAC Flyer  
30 AEAC Logo 
29 City of Allentown Facebook 
28 Allentown Open Data Portal  
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documentation. While significant progress was made in internal communication and 
record-keeping, efforts to develop comprehensive public awareness programs and social media 
engagement were limited. 

By the end of the year, the AEAC account had archived approximately 350 emails, 
including 112 involving the Sustainability Coordinator and 48 awareness letters from the Deputy 
City Clerk. Around 134 emails were sent from the official account, with outgoing 
communications streamlined to focus on meeting materials, programming notices, and 
community surveys. 

In conclusion, while internal communication processes have been significantly improved 
and a centralized system is now in place, further work is needed to ensure consistent adoption, 
enhance public awareness, and strengthen collaboration with the Sustainability Coordinator. 
Moving forward, building on these foundational improvements will be essential to achieving the 
goal of transparent, efficient, and accountable communication for AEAC. 

 
 
Next steps for 2025 consideration: 

●​ Develop a website on google sites for the public to access the AEACs materials, separate 
from the City’s IT infrastructure.  

●​ Investigate social media and other awareness/ outreach programs 
 

6. Lead and Manage Muhlenberg Interns in Updating the City’s Greenhouse Gas Inventory and 
develop separate inventories for emissions from municipal operations and City-wide emissions 
[Tinku] 
 
Summary: 

This goal was a partial success as written. In 2020, an AEAC intern created a Greenhouse 
Gas Inventory Report33. Two interns from Muhlenberg were tasked with this goal to update the 
city-wide inventory for 2024, utilizing 2022 data, and to develop a separate inventory for 
municipal operations. Due to a variety of complications, the two interns were unable to complete 
a final inventory update on the city-wide emissions or to complete the inventory for municipal 
operations.  A preliminary report on the community-wide emissions was completed by Jess 
Rosen34. This semester concluded in May of 2024 and in September, the City, under the direction 
of the Sustainability Coordinator, was paired with Penn State students participating in the PA 
DEP Local Climate Action program with intentions to complete the City-Wide Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory and the inventory for municipal operations. The report of this work is anticipated to be 
presented to the City Council in January 2025. Additionally, the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission completed their regional Greenhouse Gas Inventory35 report. All of these reports are 
beneficial to better understanding where the City stands and for development of the City’s 
climate action plan.  
 

35 2024 Greater Lehigh Valley Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
34 2024 Greenhouse Gas Inventory Update Community Scale 2022 Data - Jess Rosen  
33 City of Allentown 2020 Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report - Hannah Chiesa 
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Next steps for 2025 consideration:  

●​ Utilize the created reports to better inform the AEAC on emissions in the City for more 
targeted action to reduce emissions.  

●​ Participate in the City’s Climate Action Plan 
 
7. Continue AEAC Involvement in Community Education Programs including programs 
regarding air quality, lead and PFAS [Maria] 
 
Summary:  

This goal was partially achieved.  The AEAC worked with Bird Town PA, Muhlenberg 
College and Lehigh Valley Audubon Society to establish an area in the Fahy Building at the 
college where a large educational poster about bird strikes is now displayed and where 
informational brochures about the AEAC, LV Audubon and Bird Town PA are available. This 
was in addition to the library programming noted in a previous goal. The AEAC also tabled at 
the City’s Earth Day event to raise awareness of the AEAC and provide materials.  

As a Steering Committee Member of the Lehigh Valley EAC Network, the AEAC 
provided substantial input to a virtual event where Liesel Gross from LCA spoke on Wastewater 
Management36.The AEAC also attended sessions provided by LCA37 on the upcoming changes to 
the Klines Island Sewer System in the City including some information on lead pipes. The 
AEAC did not participate in any community programming regarding PFAS.  

The AEAC also led the formation of an environmental committee to work with the 
DaVinci Science Center in further promoting environmental awareness through DaVinci’s 
programming and exhibits.   

In regard to air quality, the AEAC engaged with the Center for Sustainable Innovation 
who presented38 at a public meeting about the work they do to monitor air quality in Allentown 
Schools. Also, while the AEAC did not officially get involved, we are aware of the Lehigh 
Valley Breathes39 project. The goal of this project is “to provide policy makers and citizens with 
information needed to help improve the air we all breathe. The project is designed to enable and 
engage citizens in learning about air quality and participating in decisions that affect air quality” 
aligning with the AEAC’s purpose statement and this goal.  
 
Next steps for 2025 consideration:  

●​ Host or participate in an awareness/education campaign on air quality, water quality (with 
a focus on lead and PFAS) 

●​ Engage with Lehigh Valley Breathes in an official capacity 
 

39 https://www.lehighcounty.org/Community/Lehigh-Valley-Breathes-Project  
38 Center for Sustainable Innovation (CSI) Presentation 
37 LCA Open House Flyer 
36 Lehigh Valley EAC Network Forum - Wastewater - Flyer 
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8. Submit Annual CDP Disclosures [Tinku] 
 
Summary: 

This goal was partially achieved. The new Sustainability Coordinator submitted the 
report40 as a non-scoring document so that information can carry over into next year.  However, 
only minor updates were made in light of the fact that the GHG inventories were not completed 
on time.  

CDP is a not-for-profit entity that was established in 2000 as the “Carbon Disclosure 
Project”. In 2013 it shortened its name to CDP.  It runs a global disclosure system for investors, 
companies, cities, states and regions to manage their environmental impacts41. Previous CDP 
disclosures by the City were submitted in 202142, 202243, and 202344. The 2023 report45 also 
included a score of “B” as seen in the below graphic.  

 
Next steps for 2025 consideration:  

●​ Assist the sustainability coordinator in collecting information and compiling the 
application in the 2025 year 

 
9. Submit Annual Bird Town Report [Tinku] 
 
Summary:  

45 City of Allentown CDP Score 2023 
44 2023 CDP Response 
43 2022 CDP Response  
42 2021 CDP Response 
41 Climate Disclosure Project - https://www.cdp.net/en/info/about-us  
40 2024 CDP Submission Confirmation (Email) 
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​ This goal was achieved. In accordance with Birdtown PA, the AEAC develops an annual 
report associated with the Birdtown programming. This year's activities, detailed in a previous 
goal, were compiled into this report46.  
 
Next steps for 2025 consideration:  TBD 
 
10. Participate in the Safe Streets for All Steering Committee (Tinku) 
 
Summary:  

This goal was a success. The AEAC attended these meetings and ultimately provided an 
official recommendation to the committee for inclusion in the program47. A summary of our 
recommendations is that the SS4A draft dashboard and story map allow the public to easily view 
not only potential treatments but also planned and implemented ones, each accompanied by a 
sustainability score. This score should consider factors such as maintenance costs, treatment 
lifespan, support for multimodal transportation, and integration of green infrastructure and native 
plants. The AEAC proposes collaborating with the City’s Sustainability Coordinator and Public 
Works Department to develop the scoring framework. Additionally, the AEAC emphasizes the 
importance of including the most current data, such as police crash reports and treatment 
updates, to ensure transparency and maintain public trust. 
 
Next steps for 2025 consideration: TBD 
 

Miscellaneous Accomplishments 
Our goal document is made and approved at the beginning of the year, but our work is not 

limited to these goals, and efforts are also completed outside the scope of the goals document 

year round.  
 
➔​ Lehigh Valley Environmental Advisory Council (LV EAC) Network 
​ This regional coalition of EACs contains not only the three cities of Allentown, 
Bethlehem, and Easton, but also all of the smaller municipalities in the region that have active 
and engaged EACs. The LV EAC contains a steering committee who organizes and holds events 
that would be beneficial for all participating members across the region. This year’s event was 
held virtually on Wastewater Management and featured the CEO of Lehigh County Authority 
Liesel Gross34. This network is not to be confused with the organization of WeConservePA, 
which manages the official EAC Network48 statewide. They are a valuable resource for EAC’s 
and this year held their gathering in Kyle’s hometown of Ambler, Pennsylvania. The topics for 

48 Third Annual EAC Fall Gathering is in the Books! | WeConservePA 
47 SS4A - Comments of AEAC on Draft Dashboard and Story Map 
46 2024 Birdtown Annual Report  
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discussion were Electrification for Communities, Parking Reform, Energy Audits, Protecting 
Groundwater Resources, Meadow Management, and Event Planning for EACs. The AEAC is not 
an official member of this network as we do not have funding to pay for dues.  
​ In an effort to collaborate with our region more, our summer intern Lauren reached out to 
and attended the meetings of several EACs apart of the LV EAC Network. Her focus was 
revolving around the idea of developing an interactive platform for communication separate from 
WeConservePA’s network, unique to the Lehigh Valley specifically. Towards the end of the 
summer, we held a hybrid meeting for interested members at Northampton County Community 
College to brainstorm and discuss a presentation49 given by Lauren.   
​ It was decided at this meeting that the AEAC would be leading this initiative and due to 
confusions associated with the idea itself, audio issues for virtual attendees, and other 
complications, no concrete decisions were made at that time. The AEAC developed a survey 
through google forms to be distributed out to the LV EAC Network, and responses and data was 
collected to generate a one-pager on the interactive platform with priorities and a more concrete 
conceptualization of the platform. This one pager50 was distributed to steering committee 
members for review, no progress has been made since then.  
 
➔​ Blue Zones Policy Committee participation 

The AEAC participated in several events surrounding the Blue Zones Project in 
Allentown. When it was announced51, it piqued the AEAC's interest due to the focus on the built 
environment, food systems, and its policy objectives. As an advisory board for the City for these 
topics, it made sense for the AEAC to have involvement as well as the Sustainability 
Coordinator. The AEAC attended an initial engagement event at LVHN headquarters and 
members were even featured on the cover of the food systems report. The preliminary discovery 
reports for Food Systems52 and Built Environment53 include a multitude of recommendations and 
valuable information for the AEAC and community members. They were presented during early 
December 2024 at community engagement and input events. The City’s sustainability 
coordinator and the AEAC attended both the Food Systems54 Summit and the Built Environment 
Summit55. It proved to be valuable to hear the recommendations and findings. As this project will 
be continuing over several years, it is important that we continue to stay involved and engaged.  

 

55 BZP Built Environment Summit Flyer 

54 BZP Food Systems Summit Flyer 

53 BZP Built Environment Discovery Report 

52 BZP Food Systems Discovery Report 

51 Lehigh Valley Health Network Partners with Blue Zones to Transform Health of the Region 

50 One Pager - Lehigh Valley Environmental Advisory Council (LV EAC) Interactive Platform and Network 
Initiative Summary - October 2024 

49 Brainstorming Session for Lehigh Valley EAC Collaborative Platform Presentation 
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➔​ Bill 107  

In an effort to address our membership challenges, we recommended an amendment to 
our establishing ordinance. Prior to this amendment, membership on the AEAC was limited 
exclusively to City residents. However, in Section 90256 of the City Charter, membership on 
Authorities, Boards, and Commissions can be broader:  “At the discretion of Council, persons 
not residents of the City, but who have a significant property or business interest in the City, may 
be selected to serve.”. With this knowledge, the AEAC proposed an amendment through Bill 
10757, to allow for that as a possibility for AEAC membership. Additionally, this amendment 
included a stipulation that the majority of members still needed to be residents of the City. It 
passed through the Parks and Recreation Committee and City Council on 12/4/2024. Council 
members questioned the definition as to what “business interest” was; however, they were 
referred to Section 902 as to where that change would need to occur, and it was decided that if a 
change were to be made to specifically define business interest, it would be done at a later date, 
and both would be amended.   
 
➔​ Bill 108 
​ The AEAC received its most significant legislative win of the year with Bill 10858 
intended to address the issue of uncovered dumpsters in the public right of way. This was the 
result of multiple months of background research, planning, and collaboration. The issue of 
litter/dumping in the City is one that is not new to the City Council and the Administration. We 
had several residents reach out to us regarding litter/dumping in their neighborhood, with an 
emphasis in the vicinity of dumpsters associated with development near Jordan Creek. After 
hearing these community concerns, the AEAC took to researching the topic for potential 
solutions.  
​ First, we looked at strategies focused around enforcement. There are excellent resources 
provided by Keep PA Beautiful59 that served as the core of our initial strategy, such as the 
Pennsylvania and South Carolina Litter Law Enforcement Study60. This report utilized a 
comprehensive methodology that included interviews with officers, magistrates, and other 
relevant actors. The first takeaway from this report was that enforcement is challenged by the 

60 2023 Pennsylvania and South Carolina Litter Law Enforcement Study 
59 Keep PA Beautiful - Enforcement, Litter, and Illegal Dumping Research 

58 Bill 108 - Amending Chapter 393 Neighborhood Improvement, Section § 393-9 Maintaining Property, by adding a 
requirement that dumpsters in the public-right-of-way be covered when not it use to prevent unauthorized use or 
scattering of contents. 

57 Bill 107 - Amending the Environmental Advisory Council by allowing nonresidents who have a significant property 
or business interest in the City to serve on the Council at the discretion of City Council in order to encourage the 
broadest participation authorized under the Home Rule Charter. 

56 Article IX Authorities, Boards, and Commissions - Section 901/902 
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differentiation of “littering” and “illegal dumping”. The City differentiates the two clearly in 
393-361 and 393-7, so it was not a focus for the AEAC.  

The next takeaway addressed penalties for violations and it was revealed that raising the 
fines for littering and illegal dumping was found to be ineffective to deter violators. First, with 
illegal dumping, court costs and the administrative labor required to collect from an unwilling 
violator often make it not “worth it” to pursue. Many of the officers expressed that remediation 
or cleanup was the preferred method to deal with illegal dumping, and that sentiment was echoed 
by Allentown SWEEP officers in efforts to reach the ultimate goal of compliance. The below 
chart compares the penalties for illegal dumping in other Pennsylvania cities for a frame of 
reference (with legislation attached).  

*Note - Illegal dumping is specific to section 601.11 subsection (d).  
**Note - Includes provision potentially requiring the performance of restitution 
 
​ Next, for littering, it was even more complicated to enforce penalties with officers not 
only expressing unwillingness to issue violations, but also incredibly unlikely to see the crime 
occur in the first place. In discussing a solution, the report actually used the City of Allentown 
SWEEP program as the model stating “The City of Allentown's SWEEP violation ticketing 
system, similar to a parking ticket, appears to match the recommendation that a simplified litter 
ticket could make a significant difference.”  

On the other hand, the idea of increased ticketing also raised concerns among community 
members and the AEAC on the potential disproportionate impact on our marginalized 
communities. While a study on SWEEP tickets does not currently exist, there was a study 
completed on the Allentown Parking Authority by the Lehigh Valley Justice Institute. This 

61 Allentown City Code - 393-3 and 393-7 
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City Min 
Fine 

Max 
Fine 

Imprison
ment  

Other 
Costs  

Updated Source 

Allentown $1,000 $5,000  Yes ** Yes 2008  AllentownPen…

Easton $100 $1,000  Yes  Yes 2012  EastonPenalti…

Reading N/A $1,000  Yes  Yes 2001  ReadingPenal…

Pittsburgh $500 $10,000
* 

 Yes ** Yes 2009  PittsburghPen…

Philadelphia $2,000 $25,000  No  Yes 2019  PhiladelphiaP…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cmo0kRimIjsPxPX_tyNAhKP2lajcB_DX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o1ylYs0EpMJGwHDVHxxsygHtWqq-IbMF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/160j5FusCWq0exwWncr5_KJWieBxF8LTM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1glgX3heCKo2P4JGGx_mooex7gpdpTgc6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c99MDxkjNzOqR1g0QrMm4yB1eL2m_bZ2/view?usp=sharing


 
 

 
Parking Ticket Analysis62 found that Allentown’s parking enforcement disproportionately affects 
poorer, more diverse neighborhoods, but while the data shows a correlation, it does not imply 
intentional targeting, and the reasons may involve both higher natural violations due to 
congestion and increased enforcement presence. While parking tickets and SWEEP violations 
are not the same, denser more urban areas where the initial community concern of litter /illegal 
dumping was made, would not benefit from increased fines or enforcement.  
​ With all this in mind, the AEAC decided to narrow the scope to the original complaint, 
and investigate further on strategies associated with dumpsters specifically. We inquired to the 
SWEEP department at the City who went above and beyond in their efforts to collaborate, 
explain, and really ensure understanding behind their actions. They attended multiple public 
meetings and responded to questions in a timely and effective manner. They even hosted AEAC 
chair Kyle on a ride along to see the daily activities and discuss typical complications and issues. 
This Bill could not have been done without the members of the SWEEP department, and the 
AEAC is grateful for their assistance.  

First, permanent dumpsters are already required to have lids in the City. View the 
attached Right to Know request below submitted to the AEAC by a community member where it 
clearly indicates the violation and it also clearly indicates it was withdrawn, presumably due to 

compliance being achieved.  
Next, similar to littering in general, to enforce littering outside the dumpster, it needs to 

be seen by an officer. The City is unable to issue a ticket just because trash is on the ground near 
the dumpster. Furthermore on that topic, tickets such as the above are issued to the property 
owner, not the individual responsible for the dumpster. Temporary dumpsters are in the public 
right of way, not private property, and the permitting associated with them are issued by Public 
Works, not SWEEP.  
​ Following our discussions with SWEEP and understanding the complications on the 
municipal side of things, the AEAC reached out to community members with 
developing/contracting backgrounds to inquire their thoughts on the issue. It was discovered that 
they also were having issues with temporary dumpsters, but leaning more towards the illegal 

62 Lehigh Valley Justice Institute Parking Ticket Analysis  
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dumping side of things. For example, if you were remodeling your kitchen, and your contractor 
included in the price one dumpster load, then overnight someone drove by and dumped all their 
trash into the dumpster, the homeowner would ultimately end up paying for an additional 
dumpster to manage the waste. And again, as stated previously, the efforts required to enforce 
this crime are difficult and lengthy.  
​ The next step the AEAC took was to task our summer intern Lauren with investigating 
legislation regarding potential dumpster lids. She developed a presentation63 that was delivered 
to the Parks and Recreation Committee on 08/21/2024, utilizing the City of Reading’s legislation 
on dumpster covers. 
​ A few months later, Bill 10852 was proposed, after great work and collaboration between 
the departments and the administration. On December 4th, 2024 Bill 108 moved through the 
Public Works Committee sponsored by the Administration, Councilperson Gerlach, Council 
President Mota and Council Vice-Presdient Napoli for final passage at City Council64 
​ This was a great accomplishment for the AEAC and was a perfect example of 
government working correctly. The community brought an issue to the advisory board 
responsible for that issue. The advisory board discussed it, did research on the topic and 
proposed options. The City departments collaborated with the advisory board discussing 
challenges and complications. Muhlenberg College engaged as well, providing valuable insight 
from a key educational institution in the City. Private partners shared their comments and 
support. The wording was developed, proposed, and passed into law. Bill 108 followed the path 
from community concern to actionable change, a testament to our purpose, and what we can 
accomplish together. It is printed out and framed in my office.  
​ There are further steps we can take on this topic that we found in our research that will be 
investigated in 2025. One example is that of creation and implementation of a reward program to 
incentivise individuals, organizations or other entities to provide information leading to the 
judicial determination of any individual, firm or corporation violating § 393-7 on illegal 
dumping. Both the City of Philadelphia65 as well as the City of Pittsburgh66 have the presence of 
a reward program. While both include the maximum reward of $500, they have a few 
differences.  
 
➔​ Letters of Support 
​ The AEAC did not officially submit any letters of support to the City of Allentown 
specifically for grant programs/applications. Previously, we would send programs via email to 

66 City of Pittsburgh Reward Program Legislation  
65 City of Philadelphia Reward Program Legislation 
64 City Council Agenda - December 4, 2024 
63 Addressing Litter in Allentown and Exploring Possible Ordinances 
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who we thought would be the best fit to apply. Now that we have the sustainability coordinator, 
they are our actionable contact for these recommendations/support.  

While we are an advisory board to the City, the board felt that it was within our capacity 
and powers and duties to provide letters towards projects that we support. Some grant programs, 
such as EPA’s Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change Grants Program, actually 
include in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)67, the goal to increase community 
participation on Environmental Advisory Boards. With this consideration in mind, the AEAC 
submitted two letters of support on behalf of our board to community organizations in the 2024 
year for inclusion in their grant applications.  

First, we noticed that the City of Allentown was not listed as providing a letter of support 
towards the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s (LVPC) application to the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) for the 
Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure Project. Our letter68 was submitted in June of 
2024. It is not included on their website69, but other letters from the Lehigh Valley can be seen. 
The next letter70 we submitted was for the Da Vinci Science Center’s application for the Climate 
Communication and Action for Museum Professionals (C-CAMP)71 program supported by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services.  

 
➔​ Youth Climate Action Fund - Grant Selection Committee Participation 

In April 2024, Allentown received $50,000 from Bloomberg Philanthropies72 to 
administer a Youth Climate Action Fund to support youth and youth-serving groups in designing 
and implementing climate education campaigns that utilize art, social media, workshops, and 
school programs to raise awareness about local climate impacts and sustainable practices. This 
mini-grant program aims to activate young people ages of 15 – 24 years to design, produce, and 
govern urgent climate solutions in cities across the globe. Allentown joins the Fund alongside 
other cities from around the world, which together spans 38 countries across six continents, 
representing over 62 million residents.73 

The AEAC participated on the grant selection committee for this program, and spoke at 
the both the initial announcement of the program outside of Sheridan Elementary School74 and 

74 Microgrants will help young people turn the tide of climate change: Allentown mayor | 
LehighValleyNews.com 

73 City of Allentown - Youth Climate Action Fund 
72 Youth Climate Action Fund | Bloomberg Philanthropies 
71 Climate Communication and Action for Museum Professionals - Cohort 2  
70 AEAC Letter of Support for DSC C-Camp 
69 LVPC Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure Project 
68 AEAC Letter of Support to LVPC CPRG application 
67 Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change Grants Program - Notice of Funding Opportunity 
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the award announcement outside of Building 2175. The AEAC has utilized the contacts and 
connections from the program for further outreach and collaboration in the community. One 
example of an upcoming collaboration is with Movement Moves Media, an award recipient, on 
their social media campaign to raise awareness on climate related issues in the City.  
 
➔​ Allentown Parks and Recreation Master Plan participation 

The AEAC attended the first public meeting for the Allentown Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan76. During this meeting the AEAC listened to input from the community and shared 
comments. We will continue to monitor this City initiative and participate in any way that we can 
in support of our purpose statement.  

 
➔​ Conservation Voters of PA partnership to thank City Council for sustainability support 

In our final action of the year, the AEAC collaborated with the environmental advocacy 
group Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania77. The AEAC and CVPA met prior to the passage of 
the Allentown City budget in an effort to ensure the necessary support was available if necessary 
for sustainability initiatives. While the AEAC could not provide our “blanket” full support to the 
passage of the budget due to allocations of funding towards chemicals and fossil fuels, we 
attended the Parks and Recreation 2025 budget presentation and voiced support to the City 
Council for the inclusion of sustainability initiatives. When the budget passed successfully, the 
AEAC helped spread the word by sharing an advocacy link78 through CVPA intended to thank 
City Council members for their support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

78 Action Link “Thank Allentown City Council for Continuing to Fund the Sustainability Coordinator!” 
77 Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania Home 
76 Public Meetings for Allentown Parks & Recreation Master Plan 
75 Allentown awards $5K grants to youth-led climate projects | LehighValleyNews.com 
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Thank you for making it to the end! 

While most of these resources can be linked, the AEAC opted for PDF versions backed to our 

2024 folder in the Google Drive to plan for longevity. Links change and break over time, and this 

ensures the referenced document will be there for years to come. Meeting the needs of the current 

generation, while preserving the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  
 

Allentown Environmental Advisory Council 2024 Calendar 

Agenda Meeting Minutes 

 240122_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240122_EAC_MM.pdf

 240212_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240212_EAC_MM.pdf

 240311_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240311_EAC_MM.pdf

 240408_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240408_EAC_MM.pdf

 240513_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240513_EAC_MM.pdf

 240610_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240610_EAC_MM.pdf

 240708_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240708_EAC_MM.pdf

 240829_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240812_EAC_MM.pdf

 240909_EAC_Agenda.pdf  240909_EAC_MM.pdf

 241014_EAC_Agenda.pdf  241014_EAC_MM.pdf

 241111_EAC_Agenda.pdf  241111_EAC_MM.pdf

No December Meeting 

 

 TheyKnewAndLied.pdf
(Read Page 1 - Summary)  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6jfGlV4cIa2NRGuNs8NBFcJck1KF2Jc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvRfK8fCp3pu4uaM83Pzq3FkawD02sBd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VSfh9hf-RUzp10VVxGDTLdd0tIZ5SglZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yBvv3Ki2tLnPdXH8OKC1YDJA9rqTNWZm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sdJP3xMW4gxmsnqUpR9CyT5OUrtXIJUB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/130r9z2MO1-V6ImQe79LHSj1aTf-9FmRh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ec1sh1QewNaQy84HajevS9449tcI_LQI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-HkhjudJwMx9bqKFKEHCsnUYSNruwdrH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1noCV6IhJdBBzgPeLSJDqXkkltA-nSYVJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16AFM87WASHMOiDGCTbNe3yNTSDyjVtA2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P1Fq3XZs_6-BpnJV3hHhhuAt-4Qxb2kg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kytj87Cs9kfiBJYtGMz7NcYNw9gnaIth/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b-UJB5G7VaMpTG2Z1NOF45BVSn1LaElE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FIAqIlFvvy9Q3H_53e4Ru9ZQasTZb9Ok/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JBIPuX4Y5yeRg0ao7_c1dCbdjopA1luj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11c6O_wcDayGQbEzrl7v4G-khv3KAgT62/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pw1a0I5tx91YZ5pjGS39sdTuw0ANTbUU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lonUDr8QkxRCljGwr_DwYBPzIoejNEFy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rQcX5su4FTh3tMAuL2GAc-7miiLA5Oba/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18-9Pus6CXjsr2kBEJNWfIg0t0YpTGOXH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K84O7Tr2csNEVcXF586cgzLsGT8pEeh6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M8KkbD8wx7rdHtKBWpDqKeT77I0OsqD1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DUW1XEBZ6anQBY-oYH7zE45H02cXr_2m/view?usp=sharing
https://www.climatefiles.com/shell/1988-shell-report-greenhouse/


 
 

 

Appendix / References 

Footnote Link to file or website 

1 Ordinance 14800 - Annual Reporting  Ordinance 14800.pdf

2 Ordinance 15692 - Article IX Environmental Advisory 
Council 

 Purpose.pdf

3 Bill 81 - Amending the 2024 Capital Fund Budget to provide 
for a supplemental appropriation of Nine Hundred Twenty 
Thousand Eight Hundred ($920,800) Dollars from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 

 Bill 81 - Urban Forestry Gra…

4 DEP Newsroom - Shapiro Administration Awards $2.55 Million to 
Help Local Communities Build Cleaner Fuel Transportation 
Infrastructure and Purchase New Clean Vehicles 

 DEP_AFIG_Grant_Award_P…

5 Resolution 56 (April 3, 2024) - City Council recommends the 
Mayor conduct a systematic study of the deployment of 
electric or hybrid vehicles prior to making any changes to 
the vehicle fleet. 

 R56 Electrified Fleet (1).pdf

6 Press Release - MAYOR TUERK ANNOUNCES ALLENTOWN JOINS 
BLOOMBERG PHILANTHROPIES’ YOUTH ACTION FUND TO ACTIVATE 
YOUNG PEOPLE IN DRIVING CLIMATE SOLUTIONS 

 Announcement BLOOMBE…

7 ‘Trash be gone!’: 150 bags of litter collected during Allentown’s first 
clean-up competition LehighValleyNews.com | By Molly Bilinski 

Community and The Arts Clean Up 
collects more than 150 bags of litter in 
Allentown | LehighValleyNews.com 

8 Lehigh Valley Clean Up Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/lvcleanup  

9 Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful’s Affiliate Volunteers of the 
Year! 

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/grants
-awards/awards/volunteers-of-the-year/  

10 Proclamation: Kathy Frederick - LV Cleanup recognition.  240807_Agenda_KathyF.pdf

11 Siegel: local non-profit awarded $200K for a developmental 
program 

 Siegel_ local non-profit awarde…

12 PNLV DCNR Grant Application  

13 Add the Sustainability Position back into the budget - 11N at 
66,976 in Parks and Recreation, funded from the unappropriated 
balance (evaluate end of 2024). Hendricks, Santo 

 231212_MeetingAgenda.pdf

14 Shared Energy Manager | Department of Environmental Protection 
| Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/residents/c
limate-change/local-climate-action-program/
shared-energy-manager.html  

15 Preliminary Energy Management Survey - Wilson 
Engineering Services (WES) - Jeb Bortz 

 Preliminary Energy Manageme…

16 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program | 
Department of Energy 

https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficie
ncy-and-conservation-block-grant-program  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ag7HOWEdMQ03P4aCQ-NIyRtppsBzxQG8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/164YU87DQKodaXmZron5IQhVaH5pidHqG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1inZLMG1tq-jUeaxisGHFA3jEaJTI61Fe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s64KpTHmxJQFu6NLhMdAoH_WBE6aZjV1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k6-kAnZOrO5R8vF3QCKLl_6WOp2l7G0D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d9u_4gqMnckgOsfRB55Jjr0coomdiPTp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Ho5BJOkB04raRintU6lUdtTQEt8ZZ5H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QG_Vc8mNhUOh22Td9HNILAJaRKJ0UUoQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DEag2fFymHeuVIGxeMjcuV8uJ3mfOrgw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cl7Fy44Hft3Qp0bx2ixhgwrEBHaqAPDR/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/environment-science/trash-be-gone-150-bags-of-litter-collected-during-allentowns-first-clean-up-competition
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/environment-science/trash-be-gone-150-bags-of-litter-collected-during-allentowns-first-clean-up-competition
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/environment-science/trash-be-gone-150-bags-of-litter-collected-during-allentowns-first-clean-up-competition
https://www.facebook.com/lvcleanup
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/grants-awards/awards/volunteers-of-the-year/
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/grants-awards/awards/volunteers-of-the-year/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/residents/climate-change/local-climate-action-program/shared-energy-manager.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/residents/climate-change/local-climate-action-program/shared-energy-manager.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/residents/climate-change/local-climate-action-program/shared-energy-manager.html
https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program
https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program


 
 

 
 

Footnote Link to file or website 

17 Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant (AFIG) to help create new 
markets for alternative fuels in Pennsylvania, increasing 
energy security and improving air quality. 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/progr
ams-and-services/grants-loans-rebates/
alternative-fuels-incentive-grant.html  

18 April 2024 Report to the Citizens Advisory Council - City of 
Allentown: EV charging infrastructure pilot, benchmarking buildings 
for energy management. Solar array recommissioning. 

  April_2024_CAC_Report.pdf

19 EECBG Notice of Technical Assistance (Email)  EECBG_Notice_TA.png

20 EECBG Notice of Pre-Approval Equipment Voucher (Email)  EECBG_Notice_TA.png

21 Fwd: AFIG Applications Submitted Email confirmation  Gmail - Fwd_ AFIG Applica…

22 The Morning Call - Hailing it as a symbol of the city’s 
commitment to green energy, Allentown Mayor Ed… 

https://www.mcall.com/2010/07/07
/allentown-touts-solar-panels/  

23 Water/Sewer Systems Concession Lease Agreement - 2023 
Annual Report - Office of Compliance 

 2023 Annual Report - Office…

24 PennFuture Living with Logistics: A Model Logistics Use Zoning 
Ordinance for Pennsylvania Municipalities 

 PennFuture_Ordinance_Man…

25 Comments of Allentown EAC on April 2024 Draft of 
Allentown’s Zoning Ordinance Update June 15, 2024 

 AEAC_REC_ZONEAllentown.…

26  ZONE Allentown - Share your feedback open house (Flyer)  Zoning Outreach Flyer (4).pdf

27 Birdtown PA Mini Grant Application  Bird Town Mini-grant Appli…

28 City of Allentown Open Data Portal https://opendata.allentownpa.gov/searc
h?tags=environmental  

29 City of Allentown Facebook Page City of Allentown | Allentown PA | 
Facebook 

30 AEAC Logo  EAC LOGO.png

31 AEAC Full Page Flyer  240720_EAC_OnePager.png

32 AEAC Half Page Flyer  240720_EAC_Flyer.pdf

33 City of Allentown 2020 Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report - 
Hannah Chiesa 

 2020_Greenhouse_Gas_Invento…

34 2024 Greenhouse Gas Inventory Update Community Scale 
2022 Data - Jess Rosen  

 City of Allentown Spring 2024 …

35 2024 Greater Lehigh Valley Greenhouse Gas Inventory https://lvpc.org/climate-action  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-hLfmlwFJ_q6FGFfk-Jb28ub-lQbqb8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iULaCqbtHWOlegp2NMC_vbDfYBQr060q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iULaCqbtHWOlegp2NMC_vbDfYBQr060q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKll_IQdQ8l5p5W29xDO89He-6LMT_PQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dq-nh_3bkB6lfq5SVNo4wvRbr8HGZLUQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKxrSv0DsureuKGX1TmsC7A7JBZRBX1j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12-VmoTNpzWHf7eLoHIkBXyg3m4OuwTgz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17BKCNqGtPTbXV7eIwC9-AXBTWBmndzQN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WiY4pgVEaAhHIPZtI68ITU2SEoM4iuXA/view?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1736198177583606&usg=AOvVaw2z_MzcKh9ZlirNwZB9CT9U
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EiBcWy4-Y0RWzC3Bbbeaow1vcVyGelrS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P1yEp9bjCFetmGnexARUI7CCW0g_k-8s/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P86EuG5_K6eRL80MROMJlW_yFGLwCyYO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nFZbZzmrU82-pYfVKm8EI9kV_is0Ol-q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bh2vPniRbsfQoTdr-bIMbFjrTL6EcU2D/view?usp=sharing
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/grants-loans-rebates/alternative-fuels-incentive-grant.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/grants-loans-rebates/alternative-fuels-incentive-grant.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/grants-loans-rebates/alternative-fuels-incentive-grant.html
https://www.mcall.com/2010/07/07/allentown-touts-solar-panels/
https://www.mcall.com/2010/07/07/allentown-touts-solar-panels/
https://opendata.allentownpa.gov/search?tags=environmental
https://opendata.allentownpa.gov/search?tags=environmental
https://www.facebook.com/AllentownPA/
https://www.facebook.com/AllentownPA/
https://lvpc.org/climate-action


 
 

 

Footnote Link to file or website 

36 Lehigh Valley EAC Network Forum - Wastewater - Flyer  Wastewater Flyer.png

37 LCA Open House Flyer  LCA Open House Flyer.pdf

38 Center for Sustainable Innovation (CSI) Presentation  IotaCommUnity CSI Presentati…

39 Lehigh Valley Breathes Project https://www.lehighcounty.org/Commu
nity/Lehigh-Valley-Breathes-Project  

40 2024 CDP Submission Confirmation (Email)  CDP_2024_submissionconforma…

41 Climate Disclosure Project  https://www.cdp.net/en/info/about-us  

42 2021 CDP Response  

43 2022 CDP Response  

44 2023 CDP Response  

45 City of Allentown CDP Score 2023  CDP Report 2023.pdf

46 2024 Annual Birdtown Report  2024 Bird Town Annual Rep…

47 SS4A - Comments of AEAC on Draft Dashboard and Story Map  AEAC_REC_SS4Acommitt…

48 October 9, 2024 Third Annual EAC Fall Gathering is in the 
Books! 

https://weconservepa.org/blog/third-an
nual-eac-fall-gathering-is-in-the-books/  

49 Brainstorming Session for Lehigh Valley EAC Collaborative 
Platform Presentation - Lauren House 

 240822_LVEAC_Collaborative…

50 One Pager - Lehigh Valley Environmental Advisory Council 
(LV EAC) Interactive Platform and Network Initiative 
Summary - October 2024 

 DRAFT - LVEAC - Interactive …

51 Lehigh Valley Health Network Partners with Blue Zones to 
Transform Health of the Region 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/lehi
gh-valley-health-network-partners-with-blue-zon
es-to-transform-health-of-the-region-302204590.
html  

52 BZP Food Systems Discovery Report  BZP Allentown Discovery Repo…

53 BZP Built Environment Discovery Report  BZP Allentown Discovery Report_Built …

54 BZP Food Systems Summit Flyer  FS English.pdf

55 BZP Built Environment Summit Flyer  BE English.pdf

56 Article IX Authorities, Boards, and Commissions - Section 
901/902 

 CityCharter_Section902.pdf
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qayNwTw4zx4dxATzdBU9Xc0lnjyUDa2k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JCIR37QJGrpXOSYGZuuPaYQLPWslzSxM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JBblgZb3mtwIdxNB0CuRFCdH9O5n18QR/view?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LPR_dDCcE6RvFjeONuo7TEbwahMUiJ7q/view?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1736181340693693&usg=AOvVaw3S_7g46i8crveEpzulRoQ6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dmtumc9APC58_tCIUfIfAAWD1wm7K4m5/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DCYKrv_LiwEKsvJCyU-GhuIg0oAXBA4i/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109189141346252043441&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1njW4-tVhJeNC5KvqDNsU7c7qjC2xv0t-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oGs5m-JzWSz0bqTo_D8z1-C8ksxyDxqpavfxPp3FBXM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hC5Zd0tNw89KG1VwQNBRYHFhkZWc2aepaMqvDwwB-vw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ioqlK2RqYXCwOqaEB6EIGNxjCjlIaV-e/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11tb7-Io6KOfBnGDWZO6dR2IgBJq6PCcX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qHC8P7QQWZzj3Tok2Z1Ev4nnBVGstaOk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QSGBEX8olqdJt5jBmqTSR18IerQaqtp4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PLTcIciCF2NizLm98mjA_Tfq1I6QD63v/view?usp=sharing
https://www.lehighcounty.org/Community/Lehigh-Valley-Breathes-Project
https://www.lehighcounty.org/Community/Lehigh-Valley-Breathes-Project
https://www.cdp.net/en/info/about-us
https://weconservepa.org/blog/third-annual-eac-fall-gathering-is-in-the-books/
https://weconservepa.org/blog/third-annual-eac-fall-gathering-is-in-the-books/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/lehigh-valley-health-network-partners-with-blue-zones-to-transform-health-of-the-region-302204590.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/lehigh-valley-health-network-partners-with-blue-zones-to-transform-health-of-the-region-302204590.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/lehigh-valley-health-network-partners-with-blue-zones-to-transform-health-of-the-region-302204590.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/lehigh-valley-health-network-partners-with-blue-zones-to-transform-health-of-the-region-302204590.html


 
 

 

Footnote Link to file or website 

57 Bill 107 - Amending the Environmental Advisory Council by 
allowing nonresidents who have a significant property or business 
interest in the City to serve on the Council at the discretion of City 
Council in order to encourage the broadest participation authorized 
under the Home Rule Charter. 

 Bill 107 EAC membership.pdf

58 Bill 108 - Amending Chapter 393 Neighborhood Improvement, 
Section § 393-9 Maintaining Property, by adding a requirement that 
dumpsters in the public-right-of-way be covered when not it use to 
prevent unauthorized use or scattering of contents. 

  Bill 108.pdf

59 Keep PA Beautiful - Enforcement, Litter, and Illegal Dumping Research  https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/#
enforcement  

60 Pennsylvania and South Carolina Litter Law Enforcement Study  Joint-PA-and-SC-Litter-Law…

61 Allentown City Code - 393-3 and 393-7  Deposit of litter prohibited. - Illegal …

62 Lehigh Valley Justice Institute Parking Ticket Analysis  Allentown Parking study.pdf

63 Addressing Litter in Allentown and Exploring Possible Ordinances  Copy of Litter Report

64 City Council Agenda - December 4, 2024  241204_Agenda_107_8.pdf

65 City of Philadelphia Reward Program Legislation  PhiladelphiaRewardProgram…

66 City of Pittsburgh Reward Program Legislation   PittReward.jpg

67 Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change 
Grants Program - Notice of Funding Opportunity 

 NOFO_EPA_CommunityChang…

68 AEAC Letter of Support for LVPC CPRG application  AEAC_LOS_LVPC_CPRG

69 LVPC Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure Project LV Green Transportation | Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission 

70 AEAC Letter of Support for DSC C-Camp  AEAC_LOS_DSC_CCamp.pdf

71 Climate Communication and Action for Museum Professionals - 
Cohort 2 

https://cretf.squarespace.com/events/climat
e-communication-and-action-for-museum-
professionals-cohort-2-application  

72 Youth Climate Action Fund | Bloomberg Philanthropies https://www.bloomberg.org/government-innovati
on/spurring-innovation-in-cities/youth-climate-a
ction-fund/  

73 City of Allentown - Youth Climate Action Fund https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/Govern
ment/Departments/Parks-Recreation/Youth-
Climate-Action-Fund  

74 Microgrants will help young people turn the tide of climate change: 
Allentown mayor | LehighValleyNews.com 

https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allento
wn/allentown-turns-to-youth-for-creative-s
olutions-to-climate-change  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1obIvabTVuWjj_TqEiQPnB7RC1w6xVYc6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DEE_rT7aOUXkTUeTxhsazVym6ebNWDTn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11QMaT7NEuorsXouil6qfLJbSGEmTewfO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YMZx89c4OEoCcYTSq_QeW0fvi-Mlo8pr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tXep5IvUSNcpOltU43CXhKde8t8uH9P/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11bSfT8oyrSLAqVJND9idtduyvuwi9OTmA1X4gVwDmuw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1id4U7OEX7wwdOPqU2ZTfuxr_sLCK_bMB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17zuGaFWOHqXSbzzD9vPjGkMLwwEuIPz6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZdtaiIV6kLAEuzT3GZypHiHdKksgambe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nag_ypAO4vQuwMXxEoCbsc5EiNBVmwtw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6DqqsVJ5MJiE5wTqsQxlunGQ9D0rApc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K9FlWQTW0V5enV4SX2z05Cm9NfmoLlUG/view?usp=sharing
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/#enforcement
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/#enforcement
https://lvpc.org/lv-green-transportation
https://lvpc.org/lv-green-transportation
https://cretf.squarespace.com/events/climate-communication-and-action-for-museum-professionals-cohort-2-application
https://cretf.squarespace.com/events/climate-communication-and-action-for-museum-professionals-cohort-2-application
https://cretf.squarespace.com/events/climate-communication-and-action-for-museum-professionals-cohort-2-application
https://www.bloomberg.org/government-innovation/spurring-innovation-in-cities/youth-climate-action-fund/
https://www.bloomberg.org/government-innovation/spurring-innovation-in-cities/youth-climate-action-fund/
https://www.bloomberg.org/government-innovation/spurring-innovation-in-cities/youth-climate-action-fund/
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/Government/Departments/Parks-Recreation/Youth-Climate-Action-Fund
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/Government/Departments/Parks-Recreation/Youth-Climate-Action-Fund
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/Government/Departments/Parks-Recreation/Youth-Climate-Action-Fund
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allentown/allentown-turns-to-youth-for-creative-solutions-to-climate-change
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allentown/allentown-turns-to-youth-for-creative-solutions-to-climate-change
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allentown/allentown-turns-to-youth-for-creative-solutions-to-climate-change


 
 

 

Footnote Link to file or website 

75 Allentown awards $5K grants to youth-led climate projects | 
LehighValleyNews.com 

https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allento
wn/youth-led-projects-gets-5k-grants-to-co
mbat-climate-change-in-allentown  

76 Public Meetings for Allentown Parks & Recreation Master Plan https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/News/News-Archive/Archive/public-meet
ings-for-allentown-parks-recreation-master-plan_11-11-24_130149#:~:text=Al
lentown%20is%20the%20third%20largest%20city%20in%20Pennsylvania,rec
reational%20programs%20that%20address%20the%20City%27s%20evolving
%20needs.  

77 Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania  https://www.conservationpa.org/  

78 Action Link “Thank Allentown City Council for Continuing to Fund 
the Sustainability Coordinator!” 

https://action.conservationpa.org/a/alle
ntown-ty-sustainability?ms=LV  
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https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allentown/youth-led-projects-gets-5k-grants-to-combat-climate-change-in-allentown
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allentown/youth-led-projects-gets-5k-grants-to-combat-climate-change-in-allentown
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allentown/youth-led-projects-gets-5k-grants-to-combat-climate-change-in-allentown
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/News/News-Archive/Archive/public-meetings-for-allentown-parks-recreation-master-plan_11-11-24_130149#:~:text=Allentown%20is%20the%20third%20largest%20city%20in%20Pennsylvania,recreational%20programs%20that%20address%20the%20City%27s%20evolving%20needs
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/News/News-Archive/Archive/public-meetings-for-allentown-parks-recreation-master-plan_11-11-24_130149#:~:text=Allentown%20is%20the%20third%20largest%20city%20in%20Pennsylvania,recreational%20programs%20that%20address%20the%20City%27s%20evolving%20needs
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/News/News-Archive/Archive/public-meetings-for-allentown-parks-recreation-master-plan_11-11-24_130149#:~:text=Allentown%20is%20the%20third%20largest%20city%20in%20Pennsylvania,recreational%20programs%20that%20address%20the%20City%27s%20evolving%20needs
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/News/News-Archive/Archive/public-meetings-for-allentown-parks-recreation-master-plan_11-11-24_130149#:~:text=Allentown%20is%20the%20third%20largest%20city%20in%20Pennsylvania,recreational%20programs%20that%20address%20the%20City%27s%20evolving%20needs
https://www.allentownpa.gov/en-us/News/News-Archive/Archive/public-meetings-for-allentown-parks-recreation-master-plan_11-11-24_130149#:~:text=Allentown%20is%20the%20third%20largest%20city%20in%20Pennsylvania,recreational%20programs%20that%20address%20the%20City%27s%20evolving%20needs
https://www.conservationpa.org/
https://action.conservationpa.org/a/allentown-ty-sustainability?ms=LV
https://action.conservationpa.org/a/allentown-ty-sustainability?ms=LV

